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A Bright 
Beginning 
Begins

A New Beginning for Stephen
Stephen is the newest addition to the SFXHO. 
He came to the orphanage last spring after he was 
found eating out of the garbage and living on the 
streets. Stephen is approximately 12 years old and 
is now attending school for the first time in his 
life.  

www.sfxhaiti.org



In October, the St. Francis Xavier Orphanage celebrated its second anniversary.  
It is hard to believe all that has been accomplished in such a short time through 
your prayers, good will and generosity.

Thanks to your support, over the past year the orphange was able to:

• Obtain a license from the Haitian Government

• Increase the number of children served to 18

• Increase the emphasis on the children’s education by enrolling them in 
stronger primary schools

• Increase the level of care for the children by hiring an additional Nanny

• Purchase a new truck and generator 

• Make several substantial improvements to the facility 

Yet much remains to be accomplished and moving forward the orphanage would like to:

• Develop an individual learning plan for each of the children

• Increase the children’s access to quality medical care

• Plan for the acquisition of land and the building of a new facility

• Strengthen and expand our partnerships in both Haiti and the U.S.

Each day the children give thanks and praise to God for the help provided by 
their many benefactors in the United States.  Please know that they are genuinely 
appreciative of your support and that every evening they pray for each of you.   

On behalf of the St. Francis Xavier Haitian Orphanage Foundation, we promise to 
continue our work on behalf of these special children to better their lives and give 
them hope for a brighter future.

God Bless,

Fran Bouchard, President 
St. Francis Xavier  
Haitian Orphanage Foundation
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 St. Francis Xavier Orphanage

Our Mission
The foundation is a not-for-profit entity 501(c)(3) established in the United States for the 
purpose of providing financial support to the Saint Francis Xavier Orphanage Haiti. The 
ongoing assistance from the foundation will enable the orphanage to provide desperately 
needed shelter, food, clothing, education, and healthcare to needy, orphaned children living 
in the nation of Haiti. 

The orphanage has been created to empower disadvantaged people, orphans, and those who 
have been ‘left behind’ to build their future and become true citizens of their country.

Please visit our site at www.sfxhaiti.org or email us at sfxhaiti.org

Dear Supporters,
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Annual 
Community 
Fundraising

Hoops for Haiti

Just when the sound of a basketball pounding the gym floor should have been heard for the last 
time of the season, the St. Pius X gym came alive again. This time, the game was played not for 
glory or parish, but for eighteen special children. The St. Pius X athletic department ran a boys’ 
and girls’ tournament that was very successful. At the beginning of each game, players and their 
families heard about the hardships in Haiti and the good work the orphanage has accomplished. 
A good time was had by all. 

Change for Change

This past spring, St. Pius X conducted its second annual Change 
for Change fundraiser. Once again, the support was amazing and, 
with everyone collecting change, the change certainly added up!  
Several area businesses, schools, churches, St. Pius X parish and 
religious education program participated and on Palm Sunday the 
full containers poured in. The St. Pius community helped sort the 
change and SEFC assisted 
with the final count. In 
all, over $35,000 was 
raised and that change is 
definitely making change!

Change

FO
R Change

Host for Haiti

St Pius X Church and Siena College organized the first annual 
“Host for Haiti” in October. The event, which brought the 
college and church together with individual and business 
supporters of the orphanage, resulted in a wonderful evening 
of sharing and community. 

After the Haitian earthquake destroyed Cenat’s 
University, Siena became his home when the 
college offered to host three young men from the 
university for a year of study in the United States. 
While here, Cenat shared his dream of going 
back to start an orphanage in his hometown and “Host for 
Haiti” became a fundraiser to support Cenat’s dream.

The evening’s festivities began with a cocktail hour sponsored by 
Siena that took place in New Hall, a beautiful new residence and 
banquet facility on campus. Father Mullen, Board President Fran 
Bouchard and Cenat spoke to the large crowd and expressed 

their appreciation to everyone who has contributed to the success 
of the orphanage. Guests then attended dinner parties organized 
by the St. Pius X orphanage committee, the SFX Board and the 
Host for Haiti committee. In all, 24 volunteers opened their 

homes for the evening and cooked, cleaned and 
decorated in order to host. Hosts could invite 
their own guests or have guests assigned by the 
committee. Menus and entertainment were left 
to each host’s discretion, guests were treated to 
games and karaoke, and some homes served 
Haitian food. All of the host homes helped spread 

the word about all the good work the orphanage has done. 
An impressive video played throughout the cocktail hour that 
further helped educate the guests about life at the orphanage.

The night was filled with great warmth and the sincere desire 
to give to others in great need. With the success of the event, 
Host for Haiti could easily be renamed Hope for Haiti.

Host for Haiti
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Joseph Michel Vilala
Vilala would love to travel some day.

Minelson Recuis
Minelson was very sick when he came to 
the orphanage. Esperandieu provided him 
with the nourishment and medical help 
that he needed. He is doing great today.

Rosena Gerome 
Rosena is a good girl who has some 
trouble with school. She has her strengths, 
and is just beginning to tap into them. 
She gets along well with everyone.

Dieuphlanda Exeus
Dieuphlanda is one of  the oldest girls 
at the orphanage. She is a leader to the 
other children, a problem solver and 
helps everyone there. She has a younger 
sister there also, Dieuphtalinda.

Giles Dachamé
Gilles is one that shows the most 
leadership among the other children. He 
works hard and does well in school and 
always helps out around the orphanage.

Kerby Jean Baptist
Kerby was one of  the first children at 
the orphanage. He is a leader and loves 
soccer and dance.

Elson Derisier
Elson finds school hard, but has a big 
heart.

Olanda
Olanda has a very vivacious 
personality and always wants to be a 
part of  whatever activity is going on. 
She is always smiling!

Gasner
Gasner has the best smile! He also had 
some pretty impressive moves at the 
“dance parties” at night.

Nadia Felix
Nadia captured Father Farano’s heart... 
she is the youngest child at the orphanage 
and does her best to keep up with 
everyone else. Her older sister is Jose.

Fedlyn Saint-Phaly
Fedlyn gets in trouble for taking things. 
Esperandieu gave him a leadership role 
to keep him busy.



Dieuphtalinda Exeus
Dieuphtalinda struggles with school 
though loves to help with chores.

Wilifrand Elugeuno
Willifrand is a quiet boy. He loves eating 
and playing with the other children.

Jose Felix
Jose is one of the older girls at SFXHO. 
She was always very helpful and always 
smiling! Jose is a very sweet girl.

Berline Petit Homme
Berline is a great dancer and works 
hard at school. 

Miguelton Pierre John Sinfaly
Miguelton is the comedian and likes  
to make people laugh.

Joceline Jerôme
Joceline is a quiet girl with a sweet 
smile. She gets along with everyone.

Stephen
Stephen is the newest addition to 
SFXHO. He was found living in the streets 
and eating from garbage. Now he is very 
happy to be living at the orphanage.

Meet the Staff

The orphanage provides employment for a director, assistant director, two nannies, a cook and a 
guard. In addition, there are part time employees who help with the laundry and tutor the children. 
A steady wage is a blessing in Haiti and the staff works very hard to provide for the children. The day 
starts at 5:30am to prepare the children for school as the charcoal is started for breakfast. As each child 
is washed and dressed, they go to the dining table and wait patiently for the others to arrive. Before 
they begin to eat breakfast, grace is said as prayer is an integral part of their day. Your donations 
are feeding them this hearty breakfast to give them the best opportunity for learning. 

Left to Right: Silome Petithomme the guard, Francoise the cook, Esperandieu Cenat, Mme. Julio 
(Cenat’s sister), new nanny Mme. Macajouix, Assistant Director Alces Savary



Please use the enclosed envelope and pledge your support to this worthy, humanitarian 
project, and share a small portion of your blessings with these children in need.

Did You Know?
Matching gift programs are offered by roughly 65% of Fortune 500 companies and many 
others. Please check with your employer and be sure to apply for these matching gifts.

Months Educate Feed
1 $ 15 $ 60
3 $ 45 $ 180
6 $ 90 $ 360
9 $ 135 $ 540
12 $ 180 $ 720

$15
$60

EDUCATE
A CHILD
month
FEED

A CHILD
month

Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, the children 
of St. Francis Xavier Haitian Orphanage have had a year 
of food, shelter, education, love and hope. The orphanage 
was able to take in one additional child in 2013, raising 
our number from 17 children to 18. 90% of the total 
expenditures for fiscal year ending June 30, 2013 were 
for direct support of the Orphanage in Haiti. 9% of 
the expenditures were for fundraising, including travel 
for Cenat, the newsletter and the web site. 1% of the 
expenditures were for administration which include wire transfer fees, postage and office 
supplies. The Foundation places the highest priority on responsible financial management. 

Your generous contributions this year keeps the orphanage going and helped:

• Purchase beds and mattresses

• Purchase additional furniture for 
orphanage

• Provide staff salaries

• Provide a tutor

• Purchase a truck

• Purchase a generator

• Purchase gravel for grounds

• Solar panel installation

• Provide food – three meals a day

• Expand/improve facility

• Provide school tuition

A Community
That Cares 
Thank you for 
your support!

Albany Diocesan Cemeteries

All U Inc.

Allusions

Association Development  
Group, Inc./ Studio 136

Best Cleaners

Connelly’s Diamond Gallery

Crocetta Bros and Co. Inc.

Genoa Imports Co.

Giombetti & Brady Pediatrics

Health and Wholesome Purveyors

Hot Shots Hair Salon

Inferno Pizza

Info Label

Jacques Tuxedo & Tailoring Inc.

Key Bank

Knights of Columbus Watervliet #198

Living Water Children’s Centre

Luxury Nails

M. M. Hayes Company Inc.

Manfred Real Estate Learning  
Center, Inc.

Miranda Real Estate Group. Inc.

New Concepts Hair Studio

Office of Dr. Michael Kane

Order of Malta

Pet Stop of Eastern N.Y.

Reach Out Fellowship Church

Saint Jude the Apostle School

Saint Mary’s Catholic School  
of Waterford

SEFCU

Shaker High School World of 
Difference Club

Shields Personal Training

Siena College

St. Pius X Church 

St. Pius X Athletic Department

St. Pius X Religious Education

Stena Cleaners

Sunshine Cleaners

Temple University

The Black Bear Inn

The Giving Tree

The Review Foundation

Tiny Town Child Care Center

Westmere Elementary School

Thank You
You’ve Made a Difference!

Your Contribution
How It Helps Each Child

Donations may be made on our website:

90%
Orphanage Support

Fundraising 9%
Administration 1%

www.sfxhaiti.org|6| 



Visiting 
Haiti

Board Members

Two groups of Board members traveled to Haiti this past year to 
visit the orphanage. Father Farano led the first group which included 
John, Barbara Fitzgerald and their daughter Bridget along with Fran 
and Gayle Bouchard. The days were busy and filled with wonderful 
opportunities to get to know the staff and children. A beautiful 
outdoor Mass was celebrated by Father Farano that included girls 
from a neighboring orphanage and members of the community.

The second group traveled there in August and included John and Jen 
Hayes with their two children Emma and Jack. While there, the Hayes’s 
offered a very special trip to a beautiful beach and the children were 
thrilled to play in the water, play beach games and enjoy a buffet lunch. 
The Hayes’s came back with the same conclusions as the first group in that 
the children are happy, healthy and well cared by Esperandieu and the 
staff. The main difference seems to be in the level of attention they crave 
and it was common to have four or five children on your lap at a time! 

Temple Students

For the last two years, a group of Temple 
students have dedicated their spring breaks to 
helping the children and staff of the SFXHO. 
Each year, these college students, with the 
guidance of director Esperandieu Cenat, 
organize, fundraise, and implement a project 
for the orphanage grounds that ultimately 
improves the lives of the children. It is 
through their efforts that the boys' dormitory 
was built, the main building received a much 
needed paint job, and a basketball hoop was 
installed on the property. This coming spring, 
the students will be traveling to SFXHO 
to build a room where the children can do 
their homework and keep up with their 
studies. Thank you Temple students for your 
commitment and dedication to the SFXHO. 
You are truly making a difference! 

Order of Malta

In June, 2013, the Capital Region Area of the Order of Malta celebrated the 
Order’s 900th Anniversary where guests had the opportunity to donate to 
the orphanage. A dinner at the home of Jack and Joanne Maloy followed 
the Anniversary Mass. The Order’s mission of “ nurturing, witnessing and 
protecting the faith and serving the poor and the sick representing The 
Lord” was in evidence with all the support offered that evening. 
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Esperandieu Cenat
Making the Future Brighter 

Interview by Fran Bouchard

What would you like the people in Albany to know  
about the orphanage?

I would like to tell the people in Albany that the Orphanage has 
made a lot of progress in the last two years. 18 children have gone to 
school for the first time in a great school in town. The Orphanage 
has provided the town jobs-- the Orphanage not only helps our 
kids, but also everyone around the Orphanage through advice and 
respect. We are making connections, built a well, and, with the 
Brazilian people, I started a school to teach the old people around 
the Orphanage that now has 36 students. I was given thousands of 
notebooks from the South Korean NGO to distribute to 17 schools.

What are you thankful for?

I would especially like to thank the community at St. Pius X 
and Father Farano; the Board of St. Francis Xavier Orphanage 
Foundation, who work so hard every day; everyone at St. Pius X 
Church, who help this Orphanage; Siena College, who has provided 
me with a scholarship; and Dr. Coohil and the Xaverian Brothers.

Is there a story about one of  the kids or the orphanage you 
can tell me?

Eight months after the Orphanage was opened, we already had 
a waiting list with about 50 kids to come to the Orphanage. 
Almost every month, people ask for jobs at the Orphanage. Five 
months ago, we woke up at 5am and saw a baby in front of the 
Orphanage. In May, the government brought two young ones 
who were abandoned in the street to the Orphanage. Now, some 
people come in the door ask for food and we are so sorry for 
them, but I have to tell them we don’t have food for all people.

Why is it important for people to help the orphanage?

It’s very important for the people and the children in Haiti. Haiti is 
so very poor and the poor kids who don’t have family to take care of 
them don’t have any hope. We don't have any education. We don't 
have good healthcare programs. 70% of people live on less than $2 a 
day. I would like for these kids to be the future for Haiti. I’m working 
toward a new generation for Haiti. Now, the children growing up at 
the Orphanage need a new place to stay and a school, a good school 
for them. I would like to make sure they have a great future.
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Help Make  
A Difference
Pledge your support to this worthy, 
humanitarian project, and share a  
small portion of your blessings with  
these children in need.

See our donation 
oppotunities on page 6.


